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The former most wanted man in
China told his story of persecution and
faith to approximately 1,100 students,
faculty and community members
Wednesday night in Rediger Auditorium.
Though 2,000 years of church history have often been filled with divisiveness between different denominations,
Brother Yun gave a powerful message
reminding audience members that
Western and Chinese believers still
have the same uniting, miraculous
faith of the early Christians.
With passion and the “joy of the
Lord,” Yun, a Chinese house church
missionary, testified about the miraculous events that distinguish his life.
He once fasted from food and water
for 74 days in prison and saw a vision
from God prophesying his release.
Immediately afterward, the doors of
his jail cell opened and he walked out
without restraint.
Exiled from China for the last 10
years, he has shared his story with
people all over the world.
Yun’s affect on the audience was evident from the beginning of the meeting. As students arrived 15 minutes
before the event was scheduled to begin, the chapel filled with a cappella
hymns.
Before Yun took the stage, Brother
Ren, Yun’s translator, stepped up to
the podium and shared the story of the
Chinese church. Amid audience applause and “amens,” Ren spoke of the
rapid growth the underground church
has witnessed since the time of Mao
Zedong, despite relentless persecution.
“It does not take long when there’s
serious prayer from a thousand loca-

tions,” Ren said. “The heart of heavenly
Father was moved. And he always answers in his own way and that was that
he started to do impossible things.”
As soon as Yun joined Ren on the
stage, his enthusiasm filled the chapel.
As Yun told his story, he shouted like
a southern Baptist preacher. The message was not lost in translation from
Mandarin to English as Yun and Ren
stood side by side, Ren imitating Yun’s
emotion and vocal inflection.
Students and faculty said they were
encouraged and motivated by Yun’s
story.
“We think so many miracles happened back in Bible days, like 3,000
years ago,” freshman Kamada Ndama
said. “It’s just Jesus telling us he’s still
working miracles now.”
Biblical studies Professor Bill Heth
admires Yun’s intense faith in God’s
power to work miracles. “The kingdom
of God is not just a verbal belief thing,”
he said. “It’s word and deed and the
church needs to recapture that.”
“(Reading ‘The Heavenly Man’) was
such a faith building experience,” Heth
said. “It challenged me in the goal
area of fasting praying pursuing. You
can see in Brother Yun’s life that faith
moved God’s hand.”
Neil Long, Global Outreach co-coordinator, agreed that Christians need
to be more open to what God might
do through their lives. “We say, well,
there are different reasons why that’s
not happening in the U.S., but is it possible that it boils down to how much
faith we have?” Long asked. “If we believe that the spirit is going to work ...
and humble ourselves before him, he
does amazing things.”
Besides Taylor students, the diverse
audience included people from as far
as Ft. Wayne and Indianapolis. Dan

Brother Yun leads the audience in singing “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” Wednesday night.

Smoker, an ‘excommunicated’ Amish
Christian resonated with Yun’s story
as he and other former Amish families
have suffered persecution when they
converted to biblical Christianity.
Fort Wayne residents Matt and
Katie Spinks had read both of Yun’s
books and brought a group of students

to hear him speak.
“It’s … indescribable, just the power,
just the testimony. It’s like the book of
Acts. We’re praying that God would do
something again like that in our day,”
Matt said.
Ren shared that the effect of Yun’s
testimony has encouraged young peo-
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ple all over the Western world to commit their lives to global missions.
“They are challenged and encouraged by his testimony and the testimony of the church in China,” Ren said.
“And they think, ‘If God has been able
to do that in China, he can do it in my
life.’”

Auditions for an Audience of One
By Benita Lee
News editor

Photo by Sarah Neel

Campus Pastor Randy Gruendyke takes notes during chapel band auditions Tuesday night.

Students with a passion for worship
are preparing to put their gifts to use.
Auditions for chapel band and ministry of the arts occurred on Tuesday and
last weekend.
This process usually occurs at the
beginning of the fall semester. Bands
are given the opportunity to lead worship on a rotating basis, and those
serving in the ministry of the arts will
share skits, songs, Scripture readings
or dance in chapel.
Chapel bands have to go through an
intense audition process, with strict
criteria to meet. Student chapel coordinators, faculty members and Campus
Pastor Randy Gruendyke are among
those who make the final decisions.
“We view the chapel bands … as
pretty important,” Gruendyke said.
“They’re the ones who … do more regular teaching than any other person
or group that is on that platform. So
I want to make sure that what they’re
singing is true to the Scriptures and
that their lives are consonant with the
Scriptures as well.”
The bands are questioned about
their views on corporate worship, willingness to cooperate, ability to lead,
cohesiveness as a group and personal

lifestyle.
“When you’re leading 1,300 people
in singing, there has to be some intentionality to it,” Gruendyke said. “You
have to bring people along, and that’s
a challenge.”
Junior Jordan Bolte, who led a chapel band last year, says that the underlying reason for auditioning is to lead
and encourage others and to praise
God.
“The members of a chapel band
are able to express their love for God
through the medium of music,” Bolte
said. “The band then gets to share this
expression of praise corporately ...
for the encouragement of the body of
Christ.”
Adam Golder, a junior and part of a
chapel band this year, says that he is
striving to reflect Christ in all that he
does because people will look up to
him as a leader on campus.
“We are there to lead the body of
Christ into the throne room where we
can freely worship the Lord in spirit
and in truth and to keep distractions as
minimal as possible,” Golder said. “Everything that we say, do or play, should
be pointing to the glory of God.”
Besides leading the community in
worship during chapel, the bands also
lead acoustic worship weekly at Ves-

pers.
“When someone is involved in a
chapel band, (he) is ministering all the
time,” Bolte said. “Chapel bands are
not just about musical excellence but
about the hearts behind the voices and
guitars.”
Gruendyke sees chapel bands and
ministry of the arts performances as
outlets to “broaden the scope of involvement in chapel.”
“It’s not the same people up there
all the time, but it’s members of the
student body taking part in their own
chapel service,” Gruendyke said.
“Sharing this ministry in chapel is
like sharing a piece of my life and my
passion,” Chelsea Mecaskey said, a
senior who performed a dance in her
audition. “I hope it will encourage others and continue to build up the community.”
Jesse Hawkins, a junior who auditioned with a song, said that the purpose of having performing arts in chapel is to offer different ways for people
to connect with God and be either encouraged or challenged in their lives.
“It provides opportunities for those
who are more visually or auditory
stimulated to hear from God in a way
they can better understand,” Hawkins
said.

Vision for the future: Board of Visitors comes to Taylor
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief

Business leaders from across the
country met Thursday on campus with
one thing on their minds: Taylor's future.
President Eugene Habecker met
with this group of influential businessmen and women as a part of the
second meeting of Taylor's Board of

News

Visitors. The board, which held its first
meeting in April 2008, is designed to
provide advice on long-term planning
and strategic issues to Habecker and
his administrative staff.
Rollin Ford ('86), the executive vice
president and chief information officer
of Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., is a member
of the Board of Visitors and a Taylor
alumnus. He said the board — which
is composed of business leaders from

a variety of different industries — is focused on counseling Taylor for future
initiatives.
"It's really about the mission and
vision of the college ... to connect the
dots to see enough into the future to
make sure we're being good stewards
of the assets God has blessed Taylor
with," Ford said.
The board offers Habecker advice
regarding the use of facilities and the

strategic planning for the University's growth. Ford said the board tries
to meet with students for an hour to
gain their perspective on what Taylor
needs.
The board's wide range of expertise and experience combine to give
Habecker a well-rounded set of advice,
Ford said.
"It's a global view. It's not just about
Taylor and Upland, Ind. It's about how

Taylor will interact with the world," he
said.
Although all the members of the
Board of Visitors — about 15, according
to Sells — have their business success
and ties to Taylor — as alumni, parents
or friends — in common, Habecker
said they also share another important
characteristic: "They have a passion
for the Lord and a committment to
Christian higher education."
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Performance with purpose: 100 years of TU theater
BY HANNAH BEERS
NEWS EDITOR
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Senior Erik Hatcher rehearses “John, His Story” on Wednesday night.

Energy in perspective
BY BRENT CLOUSE
CONTRIBUTOR
This Friday, the Taylor community
will have the opportunity to hear from
a prominent leader in the ﬁeld of geosciences.
Tim Petty, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science for the U.S.
Department of the Interior, will be
giving three presentations on energy
management throughout the day.
“The Taylor and Upland community needs to know that being relevant
in science means understanding the
needs of today and what will be needed
in the future,” Petty said.
Petty, a former Taylor student and
Upland resident, has been recently
employed with the U.S. Geological
Survey. His lectures will be addressing America’s demand for water and
renewable geothermal energy.
The near future holds many important decisions regarding water and energy usage, Petty said. In order to be
good stewards of God’s earth, these issues deserve our attention.

These lectures, Environmental Science Professor Mike Guebert said, are
an opportunity not to be missed.
“Energy is an important topic for society today, for the upcoming election
and will become an even more important topic in the next decade,” Guebert
said. “It is important to be aware and
understand energy from a scientiﬁc,
societal and personal level.”
Petty will also be addressing the
concept of geospatial science, which
focuses on the integration and analysis
of different ﬁelds of scientiﬁc study.
Both Petty and Guebert hope that
Friday’s events will beneﬁt both students and parents during Parents
Weekend.
“Students will want to attend with
their parents,” Guebert said. “Petty will
bring a Christian perspective (from)
someone who oversees very large-scale
projects problems, yet can bring ... to
the average person the importance
of personal action in environmental
stewardship.”

Euchre under the Tower

After 100 years, the play’s still the
thing.
Taylor’s theater department is celebrating a centennial this year, and has
begun rehearsals for the fall production of Shakespeare’s “The Taming of
the Shrew.”
The comedy is not as well-known
as “Romeo and Juliet,” although some
will recognize the story from the 1999
ﬁlm adaptation, “10 Things I Hate
About You.”
The plot hinges on the unconventional relationship of Petrucio and
Katherine. Petrucio agrees to make
Katherine, a cold and outspoken
“shrew,” fall in love with him.
Senior Erik Hatcher will play the
part of Petrucio in Taylor’s fall production.
“The role will be a challenge,”
Hatcher said. “When you read it the
ﬁrst time through, you don’t like him
very much.”
The relationship, Hatcher pointed
out, will be difﬁcult to interpret for
a modern audience. Petrucio’s plan
to “tame” Kate can appear abrasive
alongside today’s views of gender and
equality.
Director Tracy Manning doesn’t see
it that way.
“I don’t know that I think much
about ‘politically correct-ness,’” Manning said. “If you really know the story
of Kate and Petrucio ... they rescue
each other. They free each other to be
exactly who they are individually.”
Manning said the great Shakespear-
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Going beyond communication
Contributor

On Monday evening, the student
chapter of the IABC (International Association of Business Communicators)
kicked off the start of a new year.
Julie Freeman, president of the
adult chapter of IABC, traveled to Upland from San Francisco to explain the
importance of networking in today’s
world.
Networking, Freeman said, is often essential to securing an internship
or job, because “people do business
with people they know.”
Freeman gave students advice
concerning business attire, self-promotion and making introductions,
all important factors in creating good

Seniors Rachel Aiger, Matt Reno, Amy Laur and Ben Goller enjoy
their Thursday evening by playing euchre under the Rice Bell Towers.

News

that night!”
McLaughlin has many positive
memories from the show as well, especially from playing the character of
Petrucio.
“It was a very commanding role, and
I enjoyed and relished playing that up,”
McLaughlin said. “It was a blast to be
this larger-than-life person.”
“If I could say anything to (Hatcher)
it would be just to enjoy every minute
of playing Petrucio,” said McLaughlin.
“And don’t get sick!”
Hatcher has been hugely impressed
by the people involved in past shows.
“When it comes to crunch time,
people pretty much live in the theater,” Hatcher said. “We say it’s like a
black hole, once you get involved at all,
you just start coming back and coming
back.”
“They take direction fabulously,”
said Manning. “And that’s a treat for a
director. That’s an absolute treat.”
Manning believes the goal of the program is twofold: to train students to be
excellent in their craft, and to forward
the cause of Christ “in a discipline that
so desperately needs them.”
“It’s about being able to look at secular work and ﬁnd the accidental truth,”
said Manning.
McLaughlin agrees. “There are always a lot of grains of truth in humor,
including in The Taming of the Shrew,
and I think Tracy can bring those elements out … as a director.”
“That’s one thing I love about Taylor theater,” McLaughlin added. “Even
when I was here that was always a big
part of what we were doing.”

Julie Freeman, president of the adult chapter of IABC, speaks to students Monday night.

By Stephanie leis
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ean characters are multi-dimensional.
Their personalities hint at past experiences and burdens, but the playwright
provides no explicit explanation in the
text. The motivations and histories
must often be interpreted by the actors.
“Tracy has an interesting handsoff approach in letting actors develop
their own characters; she pushes you
to come up with stuff that’s all your
own,” said Hatcher.
“For every actor there’s ownership of
P etrucio,” said Manning of Hatcher’s
role. “Part of that ownership is ﬁguring
out what you think Petrucio walks in
the door carrying on his back.”
The concept is familiar to Regional Director for Advancement Don
McLaughlin, a ’75 Taylor graduate who
played Petrucio in a ’73 production of
The Taming of the Shrew.
“I was really excited to see they were
doing it again this fall,” McLaughlin
said.
McLaughlin recalled the amount of
work that went into the play. “We only
had three and a half weeks to put it together, so I had to memorize the whole
part in about a week.”
During his Friday night performance, McLaughlin was running a fever of 101 degrees.
“I remember there was one scene
where I had to literally throw Kate
over my shoulder and run off the stage
laughing hysterically,” said McLaughlin. “I did, and as soon as I got backstage I literally dropped her and
fainted, and they revived me … It was
by the grace of God that I got through

ﬁrst impressions. She also spoke about
technology’s impact on networking
and how the process is evolving to include electronic interaction.
A self-proclaimed evangelist for
IABC, Communications Professor Dale
Keller started Taylor’s student chapter
last year because he believes that IABC
is a great networking tool for students.
“Our national organization has
been very supportive of us,” Keller
said. “It would be cool to see this develop more in central Indiana.” Taylor
is currently the only school in Indiana
with a student chapter.
“IABC has many ... opportunities
to learn about the professional world
from the professionals themselves,”
said senior Katie Gilliland, the vice
president of Taylor’s IABC student

chapter. “Not only are you able to ﬁnd
possible jobs and internships, but you
also are able to be part of a mentoring
program with a professional.”
Keller says that in his experience,
IABC is the most beneﬁcial organization for equipping students for the
corporate world. “I want ... them prepared for when they move beyond Taylor,” said Keller.
“If (students) love communicating
and they see the importance of communicating, this is the organization
that is going to help them see ... where
they might ﬁt in the business world.
And from our perspective at Taylor,
into the place where they are going to
be doing Kingdom work as well.”
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The legacy of the “Bush Doctrine”
By Chris Anderson
Contributor

As President George W.
Bush’s second term rapidly
comes to an end, his foreign
policy is being hotly debated.
With so many people advocating for a drastic change in
policy, it is vital to recognize
just what the “Bush Doctrine”
is.
During a presidential debate
with Al Gore in 2000, Bush
said that the United States
should not “go around the
world and say this is the way
it’s got to be,” because this is
“one way for us to end up being viewed as the ugly American.” This hardly sounds like
the Bush foreign policy that
we have come to know these
past seven and a half years.
Instead of meddling in the
affairs of other nations with
a vague idea of a “greater
good,” Bush wanted to take
a realistic and nationalistic approach. He wanted to
promote the interests of the
United States while staying
out of international affairs.
The terrorist attacks of Sept.
11, 2001 completely transformed Bush’s stance on foreign policy. His once careful
and practical policy changed
to, as Political Science Professor Steve Hoffmann said,

a “grand vision to promote a
radical change in the Middle
East that would ultimately
lead us to a more peaceful
world and a freer world.”
Bush left behind his realistic mindset for one based on
principles.
Had anyone else been president of the U.S. during the
Sept. 11 attacks, undoubtedly
America would have retaliated with a strong show of force
— as Bush did. However, he
took mere retaliation and
turned it into a “War on Terror.” The Bush administration used this broadly defined
term to justify everything
from the hard-line stance toward North Korea and Iran,
to the invasion of Iraq.
The Iraq war demonstrates
Bush’s policy of preventative
action. Instead of waiting to
be attacked at home, Bush
wanted to make sure the
U.S. struck first. But because
the U.S. has not been able to
maintain stability in postwar
Iraq, Hoffmann said the war
“has weakened us militarily,
diplomatically, economically.”
As a result of the Iraq war,
U.S. standing in the world decreased significantly. And the
war forced Bush to rethink his
foreign policy. He continued

to impress the influence of
the United States in international circles but shied away
from military action. Many
critics have even gone as far
as to say that the Iraq war is
the beginning of the end of
the American Empire.
Aside from the Iraq war, the
president made other significant changes in U.S. foreign
policy. Bush is committed to
sending a large amount of foreign aid to many of the most
impoverished countries in
the world. He also dedicated
substantial funds to assist in
the fight against AIDS. While
President Clinton was deeply involved with the Middle
East peace process, Bush has
largely stayed clear of it, all
the while still making evident
his strong support of Israel.
While President Bush’s time
in office has been highly controversial, only time will tell
whether his legacy is viewed
in a positive or a negative
light. If the U.S. continues to
have success stabilizing Iraq,
opinions may become more
optimistic. Hoffmann says
that if in five to 10 years both
Iraq is stable and the United
States is still a world power,
the “Bush Doctrine” may well
be seen as a huge success.

September 19 Accounting Interview Day – Indianapolis
September 25 Resume/Networking Workshop – Stuart Room, 7pm – 8pm
October 2 Interviews/Professional Dress Workshop – Metcalf 002, 7pm – 8pm
October 7 Charles Schwab Moneywise Seminar – Ayers 215, 6pm – 8pm
October 11 Alumni/Student Networking Event – Tent in Odle parking lot, 4pm – 5:30pm
October 27 Graduate School/Seminary Day – KSAC, 11am – 2pm
October 30 Resume/Networking Workshop, Metcalf 002, 7pm – 8pm &
Interviews/Professional Dress Workshop, Metcalf 002, 8pm – 9pm
November 9 – 16 Virtual Career Fair - Career Development Connections
November 13 Networking Fair – Metcalf Gallery, 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm
Tuesday 5pm – 7pm
No appointment necessary Thursday 1pm – 3pm
Questions call 85382

Foolishly obstinate perserverance
Ballistic Missile Treaty, Bush
established a unilateral apBy Nate Antiel
proach to foreign policy. He
Contributor
also rejected Colin Powell’s
While being elected on a platproposal to continue with
form that promised stronger
President Clinton’s strategy
economic and political relaof negotiation with China.
tions with Latin America,
This approach distanced the
President Bush was forced
United Nations and U.S. alto change the direction of his
lies and eventually backfired
administration’s foreign poliwhen the president called for
cy on Sept. 11, 2001.
support in the invasions of AfHowever, the problems
ghanistan and Iraq. Instead of
with Bush’s foreign policy
exercising patience and waitcannot be reduced solely to
ing for assistance from the
his handling of the conflicts
free world, Bush proceeded
in Afghanistan and Iraq. His
with little support.
approach in the Middle East
He acted prematurely in
was partly formed and prehis moves in the Middle East,
determined by poor policy in
not bothering to first attain a
Asia and Europe.
proper understanding of the
A common denominator
religious and cultural probin all these political fiascoes
lems that marked the landwas the president’s initial agscape. Bush’s foreign policy
gressive and unilateral stratis tainted by repeatedly sucegy for advancing the United
cumbing to the temptation
States’ agenda. The ultimate
to act prematurely without
failure is found in the reluca proper understanding of
tance of his administration to
the implications of the proadmit his initial wrong deciposed policy. The error that
sions and to start afresh.
marked Bush’s quick actions
By refusing to support such
was a lack of understanding
European initiatives as the
of the cultural and religious
Kyoto Protocol and pulling
conflicts in the area that are
out of treaties like the Antirooted not in decades, but in
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centuries of fierce division.
The U.S. approach — or lack
thereof — in Palestine and
Lebanon for example, showed
a poor reading of history that
resulted with the election
of Hamas and the securing
of Hezbollah’s influence in
southern Lebanon. It is not
surprising that the ideal of
Bush’s policy, the establishment of a legitimate democracy in the Middle East, is actually quite different from the
gilded and hollow imitation
he achieved.
Granted, Bush’s foreign
policy today is much different
than it was at the beginning
of his presidency. Almost all
the changes have been for
the better. He recognized the
errors of the policy, but the
ultimate problem that hallmarked his administration
is the hesitation to initiate
change. Bush’s approval rating continues to be below 40
percent — evidence that his
foreign policy improvements,
begun in 2005, have gone unnoticed. When change finally
came, it was too little and too
late.

By Reid Hutchison
Contributor

“When you see a rattlesnake
poised to strike, you do not
have to wait until he has
struck to crush him.” These
words come from a beloved
American president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had
the onerous task to be our
nation’s leader during one
of its darkest, most difficult
periods. They also help to
conceptualize the often misunderstood foreign policy of
President George W. Bush.
The “Bush Doctrine” has
a two-fold strategy: strike
at terrorists and their state
sponsors, while at the same
time seek to aid in the implementation of localized democracies with citizens who
want to start businesses and
raise families more than they
want to murder innocent “infidels” in the West. The fact
remains that no two democracies have ever declared war
on each other.
On Sept. 11, 2001, a strong
and formidable enemy challenged America. This enemy
is the extreme jihad of Islam.
This is an adversary that is
nebulous, fearless and relentless in its pursuit of Western
civilization’s destruction. The
only comparable conflict in
our history is the Cold War,
which took more than 40
years to win. We are in this
one for the long haul.
This “War on Terror” is the
primary focus of Bush’s foreign policy. Afghanistan was
the most obvious place to attack after Sept. 11. Most in the
world community, despite
failing to provide much in the
way of tactical support in Afghanistan, nodded with ap-

proval as we toppled an evil
regime.
Then came Iraq. What is
often purposely left out of
“Bush Doctrine” bashing is
the fact that 50 million people are now free and the Iraqi
government is now providing most of the security for
its people. The roots of democracy are laid. The vision
for Iraq is a free, stable, proAmerican democracy that is a
beacon of hope for the rest of
the Middle East.
The costs of the past seven
years have not been insignificant. More than 4,000 American soldiers died. Billions
of dollars have been spent.
Alliances are broken. But
America hasn’t been attacked
since Sept. 11. Conservative,
pro-American leaders have
been elected in France, Germany and Italy. America has
entered onto the world stage
by increasing aid to alleviate
poverty and extinguish terrorism.
Bush’s foreign policy’s success is based on results. Libya, an authoritarian Muslim
state and long-time American
foe, suspended all of its nuclear and long-range weapons
programs. The world’s leading state sponsor of terror,
Iran, reportedly suspended
its nuclear program in 2003
after the U.S. invasion of Iraq
showed that America meant
business. These achievements, among many others,
are the products of diplomacy reinforced by believable
threats of military action.
Seven years ago, the president took seriously the oath
of his office as commander in
chief and led a coalition of the
willing to defend the values,
freedoms and ways of life we
take for granted.

“Don’t worry about the world coming to an end today.
It is already tomorrow in Australia.” ~ Charles M. Schulz
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Autumnal equinox ramblings
By Rachel Sawyer

Life And Times Co-Editor
This coming Monday, September
22, marks a very important day, a
day that’s been in the calendars for
years, and helped mold and shape
our world into what it is today. This
day is anticipated by many, and
brings good times and great joy.
What is September 22, you ask?
Well, my friends, that day is the autumnal equinox. Also known as the
first day of fall.
In my years at Taylor, this day has
been anticipated for many reasons.
Living in dorms without air-conditioning, this typically meant that it
was going to start getting cold. The
ever-present drum of fans will one
by one become quieter and disappear out of windows, and you can
finally walk across campus without
breaking a sweat. This year, (global
warming, what?) hasn’t been too
bad, but that doesn’t mean we have
any less to look forward to in the
fall.
Parents Weekend, Homecoming,
Airband, My Generation Night, fall
break, corn mazes, pumpkin carving, melon and gourd chapel, football games, soccer games, the luck
of finding a leave pile somewhere
and being able to jump in it, mid-

terms, fall-themed pick-a-dates,
WOW, World Religions Week, intramurals. Fall is definitely a time
of fullness at Taylor.
But what else is associated with
fall? What does the real world think
when the season of cooler weather
and colorful leaves comes around?
Let me share with you what I
found.
Autumn is the more accurate
name for fall. Back in the day, most
referred to this season as “harvest,”
but as people became more city
dwellers and less farmers, fall and
autumn became more accepted in
everyday vernacular. Now, the name
Autumn is on the top 100 names for
girls, 11 years and counting.
For as much hype and love as
people put into fall, feelings of melancholy tend to plague this time of
year. With the mourning of summer
and the anticipation of winter, autumn seems to be a waiting game,
seeing how long Mother Nature
is going to hold off the frigid temperatures. Many poets captured
this emotion in their writings, and
caused readers to slip into mild depressions until spring decided to
roll around.
Not only does fall have history
and emotions, but many people associate the season with activities

and things to do. In this area, corn
mazes dominate autumn activity.
After the corn is harvested and sent
all over the country, it’s time for the
fun and games to begin amongst
those stalks. Should braveness
overtake you, please venture out to
a haunted corn maze. You won’t regret it and neither will the 14 yearold kid who’s going to attempt to
scare you.
Speaking of scaring, the major
holiday in this season is Halloween, or Neewollah (called by some
church groups). This is one of the
few times during the year where
you’re allowed to dress up and make
a fool of yourself. It’s your chance to
be someone else, be the person (or
thing) you’ve always wanted to be.
Live it up.
Candy corn. I don’t feel like I need
to explain this one. Pure goodness
embodied in a colorful triangle
shaped taste of heaven. And for
those of you who don’t like them,
well, that’s more for the rest of us.
And if none of these suit your
fancy, don’t forget pumpkin carving, apple bobbing, Thanksgiving
(another great holiday devoted
to eating food), bonfires and hay
rides. I’m sure you’ll find some sort
of way to celebrate this season that
only comes around once a year.

By A Flower
Contributer

Editorial
By David Yurkanin
Graphic Designer

“Here we go again.” That’s what I
would be saying to myself if I were
a tall maple tree bracing for the
longest of Taylor’s traditions: abnormally harsh winters. But let’s
not get ahead of ourselves; before
we can throw on our arctic-tested,
300-below-zero Northface jackets,
we must first make it through an
equally dreary Hoosier season: fall.
Think about it. Is there anything
worse than the word fall? It’s a word
closely associated with two things
that have plagued the human race
for all time: the fall of Adam and
Fall Out Boy. It is no surprise, then,
that people around Taylor aren’t
excited for this upcoming season.
Fall in Indiana is a lot like sitting in
a car that is stuck on railroad tracks.
You can see pain, despair and tragedy coming your way, but there really is nothing that can be done to
prevent it. Just brace yourself, work
through that three-month hospital
stay and then you’ll be back to your

Life & Times

normal summer life.
Life thrives in warm weather. Not
just plant life, (which is apparent
throughout the tundra we call the
Reade field in February) but “Taylor life” as well. Fall brings an end
to Frisbee golf, Olson beach and
outdoor intramurals, unless tankini
frostbite lines are “in” this year. All
of these activities account for what
Taylor preaches: community. Although, I suppose watching all seven seasons of “Dawson’s Creek” on
DVD over J-term with your roommate could classify as communitybuilding as well.
I mean, I guess there are some
perks to this season: Wengatz gets
to dust off their vast sweater vest
collection and Swallow has an excuse for always being inside. That’s
the key; we have to look at the bright
side of things. Gone are the summer
flings and minimum wage jobs, and
here come pumpkin carving pick-adates and minimum wage grades.
Because whether we like it or not,
we have to throw on those zip-out
Northface fleeces and get ready to
bob for apples with our sister floor,
because fall is here.

By Cara Strickland
Staff Writer

Photo courtsey of wikipedia.org

Miss Autumn is represented here in a lithograph personification from 1871.

Cough, cough. Time’s runnin’
short. By my estimation, a couple
more cool evenings and I’m wilted
like Mick Jagger. But that’s the circle of life, right? Life ’tis but a season. I think I read that in a poem
somewhere.
Though I can think of several
creatures who undeservingly live
longer than flowers (possums,
dogs, tilapia), I am grateful for the
time I was given. I am grateful to
have watched traffic, Frisbees and
guys on skateboards. I am also glad
to have heard stories from the birds
about the covered bridge festival,
and when the humans arrived on
campus in the Great Migration.
And though it is fall that is coming, it is the winter of my existence.
So if it’s all the same to you, I’d
like to give myself a little eulogy:
Oh, me. How soon we must say
goodbye. It seems like just yesterday when a bee landed on me. Remember that? It was hot, and we
were like, “Man could this day be
anymore blah?” But then the bee
landed on me. Remember how jealous the dandelions next door were?
There were prettier, more deserving
flowers, but no: The bee chose me.
It didn’t rain much in my lifetime. Often, I was thirsty. But not
just thirsty for rain — thirsty for
knowledge. Thirsty to drink life,
to tip the glass high and gargle every last glorious moment, and to
spit into the sink of satisfaction. To
wave my petals proudly and declare
to the world, “I am flower, hear me
roar!” No human picked me, no
dog defecated on me because they
saw something else: a flower with
meaning.

Oh, what new morning waits beyond this darkest slumber? Am I
decreed to decay under the feet of
those who cry “Ultimate!” or does
glory lie ahead of me? Will the
leaves and snow provide me a shallow grave, or shall I find myself skyward, on Jesus’ bocce ball pitch? Or
will I decompose and become the
subject of microbial colonization, a
feast for those we cannot see?
Though all these are real possibilities, I envision something different happening, because I believe in
reincarnation. With due consideration of my deeds, my attitudes, my
willingness to display my brightest
colors for all to see, I expect amazing things for my forthcoming life.
I recently appraised my karma ac-

count, and if the going rates are still
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Olson History Lesson

I am going to die soon
Editorial
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the same in this tumultuous economy, it looks like I’ll come back as a
sloth. A sloth!
Being a sloth will afford me opportunities which I never had as a
flower. The big one is movement.
Then long life. Sloths can live to be
40 years old. Did you know that? I
had a chipmunk check Wikipedia
for me.
So mourn me not! From here on
out, things are lookin’ bright for
Darrell (by the way, my name is
Darrell). Though I’m sad my days
in Upland are soon to pass, I will
cherish the day when I can travel at
.5 mph (learned that one on Wikipedia, too).
Peace out, U-Town!

I feel guilty when I read other people’s letters, but that doesn’t stop
me from doing it.
I get excited peeking over someone else’s shoulder and looking into
another life, even for just a moment.
When I heard that workers found
personal notes and possessions in
Olson in the course of tearing down
the built-in furniture this summer,
I couldn’t wait to take a look. A
friend of mine, who had been responsible for rescuing these items
otherwise destined for a dumpster,
gave them to me in a Wal-Mart bag.
I was eager to dip into these pieces
of the past, portions of just a few of
the many lives that have been lived
in Olson and on this campus.
A bookmark put out by the 1987
SAC brought a grin. It offered “Contemporary Christian Music at its
Best!!!” featuring Phil Keaggy.
A signed senior picture from
1989 reminded me of the pictures
of friends that still pin to bulletin
boards in our dorm rooms. This
one was like those, except that it
featured hairstyles that can only be
described in relation to the 80s.

I unearthed a class schedule for
an English major from 1970 and experienced a bit of jealousy when I
discovered that she had two classes
with Frances Ewbank, who helped
contribute to our C.S. Lewis study
here at Taylor. Strangely enough,
my Wal-Mart bag also held another
class schedule from the same room
and the same year. This roommate
was a physical education major,
and I laughed as I thought of her
waking up for gymnastics class
every day at 8 a.m. One of her PE
classes mentioned Odle as the instructor, and I thought that it must
have been a mistake. I caught myself and smiled. Sometimes it’s easy
to forget that the names we use for
buildings were borrowed from real
people. The two roommates whose
schedules I discovered called their
home East Hall, while Grace Olson
still graded papers on campus without a thought that a building would
someday be named in her honor.
My favorite discoveries, however,
were two little notes, just anonymous enough to be mysterious.
From the copyright on the paper,
I deduced that they were written
somewhere around the late 80s.
The first, written on a heart-shaped

piece of notepaper, captured a
youthful innocence and an effervescent roommate relationship.
For the sake of space, I have left out
five of the six Thank You’s written
in a row in the letter. “Becky Sue,
Thank you...You are the best! You
made my night, honey! You made
my week! (over) When you are
around, honey, PMS blues & tireds
are gone! Thanks for understanding and being so wonderful! I love
you too, your roomie.”
I couldn’t resist a sigh as I read
the second note — a card that had
come with flowers sent by a young
man named Marc, with love. “These
roses will someday fall away and
die, but our love will grow and live
forever! (smiley face) I pray that
God blesses our years together.”
Surrounded by other people’s
memories, I am constantly reminded that I am not alone here. I am
not the only person who has called
Olson Hall or Taylor University my
home. It makes me hope that somewhere in my college experience, I
will unknowingly leave something
behind, so that someone like me
can come along and find it, and see
that I lived.

Photo by Katy Andres, illustration by Timmy Huynh

Junior Cara Strickland reads through old letters found in Olson Hall over
the summer.

The sixth year: wisdom from old timers
By Ben Taylor
& Kyle Lantz
Contributors

Hi. This is Kyle and Ben, and we
are starting our sixth year as Taylor students. That’s right, our sixth
year. We first came to this campus
over half a decade ago. Kyle will
now have a brief nostalgic digression:
Those were simpler times …
… back when O-Group was PROBE,
when a “segway” was just a transition to a new topic. The KSAC was
a cornfield, and the Hurl was the
crown jewel of northeastern campus. Most of you were still in high
school, and some of you were even
in middle school. Bottom line? We
have been here a really long time.
Some have asked, “What are you
doing here?” Ben will try to tell you
why:
Thanks, Kyle. For those of you who
don’t know, Taylor University now
offers a graduate program (among
several others) in Higher Education.
If you’ve ever wandered through
the Union during the day (this is
highly unlikely if you are not yet a
senior) and you’ve seen a group of
people who look only slightly older
than you huddled together in front
of the Jumping Bean, twitching
nervously from the caffeine coursing through their veins, you’ve seen
us. Kyle and I are studying for our
MAHE degree (that’s Master of
Arts in Higher Education; also, I’m
told it is some sort of dolphin). We
enjoy it well enough, but it has been
strange dealing with the sideways
glances that seem to say, “I thought
you graduated.” Strangely enough,
we both received our diplomas in
a mere four years of undergraduate study but decided we’d not had
quite enough TU just yet. Right,
Lantzy-Pants?
That’s right, Ben, we are back;
and because of the strange, in-between sort of life we’re living right
now, someone over at “The Echo”
thought we might be able to write
something semi-interesting to fill
in the space where the “real” article was supposed to be this week.
So far, we’ve gotten in three paragraphs without saying a whole lot of
anything, so we’ll try to wrap things
up soon. But then again, that’s how
things go with us. We like to spend
a lot of time hanging out at our offcampus house (they forced us to
move out of the residence halls),

chewin’ the fat and shootin’ the
breeze. And believe it or not, a lot
of really meaningful conversation
actually does happen somewhere
in between all the jokes: a lot of encouragement, challenge, and truth
spoken in love. Come to think of it,
grad school has been pretty good
for us, hasn’t it?
I agree, Kyle, and the funny thing
is, we hardly even knew each other
by the time we finished our first
four years here. As I recall, we
agreed to live together simply on
the basis that we were doing the
same program, and not that we had
any previous basis for friendship. In
fact, we had every reason not to live
together. He was a Wengatz man;
I spent my days in the house that
Sammy built. He was an intramural champ; I was the “chapel band
guy.” He likes eggs for breakfast; I
like Pop-Tarts. But after we graduated, we realized that we’d gone to
school together without ever really
having one meaningful interaction.
Now, after a year of grad school together, we’re pretty good friends.
I like to say that we got a second
chance at a friendship that never
was. Isn’t that cute?
Well, what I think Ben is getting at
here is a challenge to the way many
of us approach our time at Taylor,
and maybe even our lives. What
kind of friendships do we miss
out on simply because we let little
things – like a dorm rivalry, or the
slight awkwardness of initiating a
conversation with a stranger – get
in the way? Is God placing people
in our path every day, asking us to
“be intentional” (thanks, Chris Williamson) about interacting with
them? Does He want to use us to
bless that person? We think so, and
we don’t want to regret missing one
of those opportunities.
In Ephesians 2:14-22, we are reminded that the work Jesus did
on the cross not only reconciled us
each to God, but also to each other.
“(He) has made the two one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing
wall of hostility” (verse 14). Making friends is important and part
of the fellowship to which Christ
calls us, but Paul seems to be challenging us to go further. Sin’s wall
of hostility haunts all our relationships, friendly and unfriendly, and
that wall seems to manifest itself all
over the place. It could be as serious
as the walls of centuries of racism,

or as insignificant as the wall of a
dorm room.
But what Jesus has essentially
done is to raze those walls that we
and our sin built up for so long, and
what He’s building in its place is
something much more permanent.
We realize that this isn’t a new concept for most of you, but we also
know that we ourselves could use
this reminder: True unity happens
when we orient ourselves towards
Jesus and his kingdom. What does
this look like for you?
So, being as old and wise as we

Dear Blake and Rachel,

I noticed that the map on
the back of my 08-09 Odyssey calls the New University
Apartments the “Johnson
Apartments.” I thought they
had not been named yet! I
have done some sleuthing and
have some theories on the
name, but I want to know if
you have the scoop.
Observant and Curious
Dear Observant and Curious,

We do have the scoop. (That’s
what we’re here for, right?)
Although we admit, we were
just as curious as you. According to Terri Collins, associate
vice president of alumni and
parent Relations, “The name
(of the new apartments) will be
voted on at the Board of Trustees meeting over Homecoming weekend.” Once they’ve
decided a name, they hope to
have a formal dedication of the

lenge to you: Don’t expect Taylor
to happen to you; get out there and
happen to Taylor. Look for ways to
break down the walls we build between each other as well as those
that have been built between our
communities and the world, and be
willing to enter into what might be
an “unlikely” or “uncomfortable”
friendship, seeking to be a blessing
to all those with whom you interact.
We hope that you can figure this
out a little bit earlier than we did,
but if you don’t … there’s always
grad school.

building on Heritage Weekend
in the spring. Until then, it
seems the apartments will be
referred to as any one of the
four names in print. We prefer
“North Village.”
Dear Blake and Rachel,

The Odyssey has “Student Account Charges @ The Bookstore” written on every single
day from August 11 to October
31, December 8 to March 27,
and during spring break. This
is even written on Saturday
and Sundays, when the bookstore isn’t even open! I feel like
this is an insult to my ability to
reason. Why was this allowed?
They might as well have written the DC’s schedule or something halfway useful.
Hurt and Confused
Dear Hurt and Confused,

We spoke with Pam Pegg who
was the interim bookstore

manager at the time when the
Odyssey dates were due. She
said that “Until this school
year, the Bursar strictly limited
the number of days students
could charge to their student
account … We were trying to
make sure students understood that.” She said that far
too often, students wanted to
charge to their accounts past
the designated time, making
the Bookstore look like “the
bad guys.” So, there you have
it.
How many licks does it take
to get to the chocolaty good
center of a tootsie pop?
Andrew Delbert Marston
Dear Andrew Delbert Marston,

Blake: 96.
Rachel: 103.

Have a question but don’t know who to ask or where to find the answer? From pick-a-date
concerns to campus questions, we’re here for you.
Shoot us an e-mail: blakeandrachel@gmail.com.

are, we’d like to issue this chal-

Oh, and Live Comfort Eagle.
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MOVIES feature story

The Coen brothers’
Burn After Reading
By Josh Kennedy
A&E Editor

What would happen if you took
some of Hollywood’s top actors, put
them in your mama’s blender with
Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck and hit
“puree?” Most likely, your end product would be something similar to
the Coen brothers’ latest film, “Burn
After Reading.”
This
sex-fest
political-thriller
comedy is a complete shift from the
Coen brothers’ most recent film, the
Oscar-winning “No Country for Old
Men.”
The film opens as CIA analyst Osbourne Cox (John Malkovich, “Being John Malkovich”) is fired from
his position because of a drinking problem. In a rage, he tells his
cruel-mannered wife, Katie (Tilda
Swinton, “The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe”), that he is going
to write a memoir about the CIA.
Katie, who is secretly plotting to
divorce Osbourne, burns his financial records — and, inadvertently,
his memoirs — onto a disc to give

to her divorce lawyer. Katie’s adulterous lover, Harry Pfarrer (George
Clooney, “Michael Clayton”), works
for the U.S. treasury department
and Harry’s wife, also involved in an
adulterous relationship, writes children’s books.
The disc containing Cox’s finances
and memoirs winds up at the gym
“Hardbodies,” where lovable idiot
Chad (Brad Pitt, “Fight Club”) gets
ahold of it and is confident that
the contents are secret government
files. His associate, Linda (Frances
McDormand, “Fargo”), desperately
wants several cosmetic surgeries but
is unable to afford them. The solution: Demand money from Cox in
exchange for returning the disc.
When blackmailing Cox fails, Chad
and Linda take their disc-o-secrets
to the Russian embassy in an attempt to sell the files to the Russians.
Meanwhile, Harry and Linda meet
online and begin seeing each other.
When the Russians refuse to buy the
disc, Linda sends Chad to break into
Cox’s house, which Cox is actually
locked out of because his wife, who
is still sleeping with Harry, changed

the locks. The last twenty minutes of
the film weave together the final details of each character’s relation to
one another in what I thought was
the perfect ending for such a cirquedu-pandemonium of a film.
While the film doesn’t have similar
impact as several of their previous
films, the Coen brothers have proven
yet again that they aren’t bound by
typical movie standards. With idiocy
being a central theme in the film, the
Coens claim they wrote the major
parts specifically with the actors in
mind. Clooney, Pitt, Malkovich and
McDormand each deliver splendid
performances that are bolstered by
a strong supporting cast consisting
of J.K. Simmons (“Spider-Man” trilogy), Olek Krupa (“Behind Enemy
Lines”) and Richard Jenkins (“Step
Brothers”).
If you’re a fan of the Coen brothers or just bizarre movies in general,
this movie is right up your ally. You
might leave the theater scratching
your head, but the head trip is worth
the price of admission.

Photo courtesy of ign.com

Frances McDormand (left) and Brad Pitt attempt to blackmail a CIA agent
with his own financial records in the Coen brothers’ new spy-comedy,
“Burn After Reading.”

CAMPUSENTERTAINMENT feature story

Open Mic Night shows promise, talent
nouncing that some of them were
from his South Dakota band, “The
Colourful.” I thoroughly enjoyed
his acoustic style and smooth voice.
He reminded me of “Sister Hazel”
or “Hootie and the Blowfish.” The
kicker to Fannin’s gig was bringing
us back to our elementary days when
he sang “A Whole New World” from
Disney’s “Aladdin.” So far, Fannin
tickled my fancy.
8:40—Freshman Ross Springman from 3WW covers some popular songs, such as “Free Falling”
by Tom Petty. He also covered the
Jason Mraz song, “You and I Both.”
Springman had a voice that would
melt girls’ hearts; I could see him
having multiple groupies some day.
9:00—I scan the audience for spectators who had been listening to the
different bands for a while. I spot a
girl, sophomore Bethany Jones, and
ask her opinion about the acts that
have played so far and about Open
Mic Night in general. “I think this
is really neat because I enjoy the relaxed atmosphere,” Jones says. “It’s
okay that the performers mess up
because they can start over again!”
Jones also says that she knows most
of the performers and enjoys each
of their talent.
9:08—Senior Rob Gottlieb and
sophomore Eric Skala cover two
songs, “High and Dry” by Radiohead and the famous Beatles song,
“Eight Days A Week.” I enjoy their
dynamic duo because it is the first
duet act of the evening.
9:16—To change up the style a
little bit, freshman Rachel Norbeck sings an acapella song by Josh
Groban and Charlotte Church entitled, “The Prayer.” Norbeck’s voice

is a welcomed change in style from
all the other guitar-based acts. A
spectator, sophomore Ashley Lytle, comments on Norbeck’s voice:
“She could really hit the high notes.
(That’s) something I could never
do!” Way to go, Rachel, for adding
something different to the evening!
9:20—An amateur poet, Lytle
recites a poem she wrote in high
school entitled, “Different, Yet the
Same.” I thoroughly enjoy her wisdom in the piece as she wrote about
how even though we all look and act
differently, we have the same basic
need in life — Jesus Christ. After
her reciting, I ask Lytle about her
courage to share her poem with us.
“I wanted to do something different,” Lytle explains. “I want to make
people think.” She certainly made
me think as I pondered the message
behind her prose.
9:21—The last performer I catch
is Senior Joe Hamgeri. He performs
three of his own songs entitled,
“Love, Love, Love,” “Flying High,”
and “Picture.” I speak to him after
his performance, asking him why
he’s done Open Mic Night for the
past couple of years. “It’s a good
way to get out in the open, for your
talent to be heard, Hamgeri said.
“Even if it’s crap, just get it out.”
Overall, Open Mic Night had a
positive response from the Taylor community. Many students arrived at the Union to support their
friends for this event. The buzz and
excitement in the room was at times
overwhelming, but charged with
energy, nonetheless. Hopefully, you
will come out to see it next year, or
even perform some of your own music or poetry!

Freshman Ross Springman in the middle of his set on Tuesday in the Union.
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By Kendra Heim
Contributor

Open Mic Night — an excuse to get
out of your comfort zone, to emerge
from your self-conscious cocoon and
display your talent for all of Taylor
(well, those in the Union, anyway)
to experience. This event is what
struck my entertainment fancy on
Tuesday evening between 8:15 and
10 p.m. Participating in Open Mic
Night last year, I had a slight idea
of how the event ran. Although, I
needed Taylor’s radio station manager Jacob Elsts’s help in order to
understand the true purpose behind
89.7 WTUR’s event. According to
Elsts, Open Mic Night began more
than four years ago, the origins of
the event a little uncertain. However, “It’s something fun to do and
gives people a venue to play any music they want,” Elsts explained. This
relaxed atmosphere allows people
to play their own songs, poems, or
even cover other artists’ works. It’s
so relaxed that, on the night of the
event, WTUR allows walk-ons to
perform without previously signing
up. Allow me to give you my rundown of the event: who played, who
I enjoyed, and who really opened
their hearts to the audience.
8:08—I stroll into the Union, surveying the crowd, trying to decipher
those studying from the coffee dates
and the sports players. I then find
a comfortable seat with an excellent
view of the stage.
8:16—Elsts welcomes everyone
to the event and, at his greeting, I
feel cozier. The first act to play is
sophomore Brian Fannin. Fannin
plays three of his own songs, an-
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Sophomore Brian Fannin sings his heart out at Tuesday’s Open Mic Night,
hosted by Taylor’s radio station, WTUR 89.7 FM.

Opinions

The Ugg-ly truth
By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor
Dear Ugg Boot-Wearing Friend,
If a woman’s best friend is her shoes,
I suggest you meet some new people.
You started wearing Ugg boots four
or five years ago, and we all thought it
was a pretty funny joke. Everyone was
like, “Hey, that girl looks like a Clydesdale or polar bear,” and I admit, I got a
kick out of it. Remember, we all made
animal noises at you and forced you to
eat from a trough?
But then you kept wearing them. You
were either really desperate for attention, or you actually believed you were
an animal. It made us all feel a little
weird, but you insisted they kept you
warm, and it was winter, so we just
went along with it.
Then spring came. And summer.
And you were still wearing the Uggs.

We gave you the benefit of the doubt,
but nothing could explain your behavior. It didn’t matter if you were wearing jeans, a mini skirt, or shorts — you
were always sporting the Uggs. I talked
to your mom, and she too was worried.
“No chicken soup can mend her teenage soul,” she said.
So we sent you to a doctor. Got your
serotonin levels checked. All normal.
Did a brain scan, tested motor responses. All normal.
“This girl’s healthy as a horse,” the
doctor said.
“Yeah, and she looks like one too.”
Maybe, we thought, you were possessed by something, a spirit of extremely bad taste. Yet your personality hadn’t changed, and if a blanket
was covering your bottom half, no one
could even tell you had an issue. Those
Ugg boots, though — so, so ugly.
Years passed, we bought new calendars, new clothes, and adapted our appearances to the times. But you stayed
faithful to the Uggs. You gave up on
your defenses, saying, “I DO WHAT I
WANT,” anytime someone questioned
your footwear. And worse, you had be-

Digital idiocy isn’t a bad thing
come part of an army, a furry force of
Ugg-wearing lunacy.
Though probably a godsend for those
with oversized extremities, Uggs had
reached an epidemic level where girls
no longer made measurements in feet
and yards, but paws and super-paws.
Uggs were everywhere as the universal
shoe — appropriate for any occasion.
Soccer shorts, tattered T-shirt, eye
black and UGGS!
A little black dress, pearls and
UGGS!
Goggles, one-piece swimsuit and
UGGS COVERED IN ZIPLOC BAGS!
Eventually — maybe a year or two ago
— the Ugg population thinned, leaving
just a handful of strong-willed Uggers,
you being one, my friend. You’re one
of an endangered species, unwilling to
budge from the land you feel is rightly
yours. But it’s a losing battle. Uggs just
don’t look good. They’ve never looked
good. You’ve known it all along.
So with love and concern, I ask you,
get rid of the Uggs. You’re still young;
it’s not over yet. We’re still here.
In all seriousness,
Steve

Are you Taylor material?
By Jessica Martini
Columnist
Not every student who comes to
Taylor is part of the model Focus on
the Family family.
It may surprise a few, but this student body does include people who:
aren’t virgins, have been heavy drinkers, who have at one time had no place
to live, people who don’t have loving
parents, or families, people who have
been depressed, been abused, seen
tragedy, had to fend for themselves.
Not all of us come from a home with
two parents, two-plus Bibles and a
two-car garage. Do we assume this of
the masses anyway? I would say we
assume this and it comes out often.
I first felt a little tinge of being an
outsider in the Taylor community
during a class my freshman year. The

class was expressing some harsh or
uninformed opinions about “them” –
families of divorce.
Wow, am I that much of a minority
here? I wondered. I was too scared to
raise my hand and say, “Hey I’m one
of ‘them,’ and could you please stop
assuming things about my family?”
In another class, there was a lot
of joking about drug use. At Taylor,
we’re apt to presume that’s not the
case with us. A history with drugs very
well could be the case for someone sitting in the room.
We also make a lot of jokes or trite
statements about “being pregnant,”
or “being homeless,” or we sarcastically say, “They must be depressed.”
Heaven forbid, I think. As if we at
Taylor don’t struggle with depression,
or know the reality of these other situations. We set up a contrast of the
“typical Taylor student” and the consequential outsider.
Just listen to what we say in our discussions – it happens a lot.
If you’re like me, and you notice a
lot of assumptions as to what kind of
person you are because you are at Tay-
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lor, then we both need this reminder:
Nobody is so “sheltered” or “privileged” that they don’t have pain or a
past. Even the happiest, most poised
among us has pain.
If you tend to assume that the people
next to you probably come from that
generic “Christian,” “middle-class,”
it’s-all-good background, you need as
much as I do to realize that a Taylor
student has a right to a past.
Naturally, that does not mean we
have the right to do anything we said
we wouldn’t do. We may have struggled with things in the past, but I think
we all know there is no such thing as
a right to do what you gave your word
not to do. (Yes, think LTC.)
But we do have a right to a past, an
imperfect past that wouldn’t really
jive with James Dobson.
Taylor is not the happy home to
some 1,900 carefree, pampered and
happy Sunday-school-grads. Let’s
give people the right to their diverse
and often difficult lives, and let’s also
realize that “the carefree” do not actually exist.
We might need to practice grace.

By Drew Demarest
Columnist
Just the other night, a freshman on
my wing asked me to proofread his
expository writing paper, which discussed the advantages and disadvantages of technology. Being the wise
senior English major that I am, I accepted. He also paid me $4, which was
unexpected. I turned him down initially to be polite, but after he insisted, I
gladly accepted. I proceeded to Handy
Andy and bought food. Then I returned
to my room and watched “Flight of the
Conchords” on DVD. Ironically, the
disc belongs to the same freshman who
gave me $4. I’m taking more from him
than he realizes.
When I proofread the paper, I wasn’t
so much critiquing his opinion as the
grammatical and mechanical errors
throughout, but the paper topic reminded me of an often debated question: Does technology make us more
dumb? Answer: I don’t know, but I
do know this: I’m sure dumb at technology. I don’t really care, though. I
haven’t bothered to set up my wireless
Internet in three years. I have a plastic-wrapped external hard drive sitting
on my top shelf. I use speakers from
my family’s 1998 home computer. My
roommates have deemed my ’05 Dell
Inspiron 600m the oldest and crappiest PC on the wing. Ironically, my
roommates and I share one of the only
personal projectors on campus. I still

haven’t learned how to work it.
One piece of technology I have adjusted to is the Bluetooth. I’m paranoid about cell phones causing cancer,
but that’s a whole other article. Maybe
next time — that is, if you all like my
opinions writing. Speaking of opinions, why don’t I give one? A couple
of weeks ago, my roommates and I
watched the film, “Idiocracy,” on our
projector screen. The movie is about a
future generation that has a much lower intelligence level due to the great increase in technology. They put sports
drinks in drinking fountains and water
is only available in toilets. Most of the
humor is smut.
The film lives up to its name in many
respects, but it makes a good point: The
more we rely on technology, the less
intelligent we become. If machines are
able to do everything for us, the temptation will be to not do anything; we’ll
become unproductive beings. Perhaps,
one day, technology will be able to answer life’s problems for us based on
former philosophies and speculations;
we’ll probably become mindless creatures. It’s a scary thought.
Of course, we don’t need to worry
about this happening tomorrow or the
next day or the day after that. But guess
what? Some of us will have grandchildren someday. Do you want them in
elementary schools or brain-bombarding information-transferring schoolmachines? Perhaps, I’m exaggerating.
Maybe I don’t know what I’m talking
about. I mean, who am I? I’m just an
English major. I’m not going to reap
the financial benefits that are available
from this technological age. But when
the digital world collapses on itself, I’ll
still be proofreading papers for $4 an
hour.

letters to the editor
I am writing this letter because I
feel that almost everyone has ignored
the real Internet problem. Yes, Barracuda has been slowing down the
Internet, but as I write this on Monday, September 15, Barracuda is not
the problem; bandwidth is.
Today, according to the network
usage graph on http://www.taylor.
edu/community/offices/it/security/
stats_network_graphs.shtml,
we
have managed to max out our bandwidth for approximately a four hour
time span. Now I don’t know if the
reason for the increased bandwidth
usage is freshmen using Facebook, as
someone on my wing who will remain
anonymous has postulated multiple
times, but the fact is that we need to
upgrade our bandwidth again.
Yes, I am told bandwidth in the
middle of nowhere costs an arm and
a leg, but Taylor will have a hard time
remaining a top notch university if
online media is out of reach in and out
of the classroom. Now you may think
that I just want more bandwidth to
watch stupid Youtube videos, but it’s
not likely I’d be writing this if I did
not think that the connection speed is
becoming academically prohibitive.
It so happens there are educational
usages for Internet video (Gasp!).
Two of my professors have already
used Youtube this year: one to illustrate how to not do a PowerPoint and
the other to show a reading of poetry
in its original language. I currently
need Internet video to watch speech-

opinions

es for speech classes. You might say
that we could just download Internet
video at a low bandwidth hour, yet
too bad most of us don’t have software that will download Youtube videos at 3:00 a.m. automatically, and
even if we did, we might not have the
luxury of waiting until the next day to
watch the video.
The current connection is 45 Mbps;
just to put this in perspective, if you
have DSL at home, it is probably
around 1 Mbps. Now, like at home,
not every person is using their share
of the connection all the time, so a
connection that would amount to
about 225 students streaming Youtube videos at once is not as bad as
it would seem, but from our current
usage, we need more bandwidth to
utilize this new media.
Jorge Fernandez
I’ve spent most of my life trying to
convince people that I am right. That
stops now. I could try to coerce you
to submit to Parnassus and give you
a million reasons why that would be
beneficial to you, but I won’t. The
truth is, as a staff member, I don’t
want your forced submission. I want
to publish creativity and beauty and
passion. I want to read and look at
art that engages my senses and challenges my norms. Don’t you?
Parnassus may be just a strange
word to you, but it is a huge part of my
life right now. It’s not only the name
of the mountain where the muses,

those mayvinim of creativity, spent
their time. It is a publication where
we seek to honor and reward creativity, thought and art. I don’t know
about you, but I don’t want to read
the same things that I read last year.
I want to hear from freshmen and
seniors and everyone in between. I
want to read what a computer science
major might write or see what a biology major might paint. I want to see
Taylor as it really is, not just a representation from one or two majors. Do
we have any creative engineers in the
house? I am confident that we do.
Those of you who are going to
make excuses, go right ahead. If you
want, you can e-mail them to me. At
least you would be writing. You might
think that this is just one of those opportunities that keeps coming up in
campus e-mail and stalking you in
News of the Day. It is. But it’s an opportunity that might impact your life
and the lives of people around you.
Countless people will be reading
Parnassus, more this year, in view
of the Making Literature Conference
that coincides with its release. So pull
out that sketch you’ve been hiding
in your closet or the piece of writing
buried in your hard drive and take
a chance. You might not become famous, and perhaps people will not ask
for your autograph. We don’t promise
accolades, or even publication. Just
think about it. It’s up to you.
Cara Strickland
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SPORTS
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Senior Cameron Heasley forces a fumble during Saturday’s game.

By Jake Sittler
Contributor

If one were to walk across the football ﬁeld at Jim Wheeler Memorial
Stadium following Saturday’s game
between the Taylor University Trojans and the Tigers of Olivet Nazarene,
they would notice that the ﬁeld didn’t
resemble the crisp gridiron that it did
before the opening kickoff.
Sure, all football ﬁelds are pockmarked and muddied after a game, as
it is a product of the sport. This ﬁeld,
though, was totally destroyed: Cleat
imprints and patches of mud were too
numerous to count, but what stood out
were the man-sized imprints of shoulder pads, knees and facemasks that left
the grass lying in hardened clumps all
over the ﬁeld. The message it sent was
clear: A battle had been fought on this
ground.
And a battle is precisely what occurred as Olivet outlasted the Trojans
in a 27-20 victory in two overtimes.
For the ﬁrst 18 minutes of the game,
the Trojans appeared to be the more
physical, athletic team.

Senior tight end Jeff Goodman
hauled in an 8-yard touchdown pass
from sophomore quarterback Shaun
Addison with 5:49 to go in the ﬁrst
quarter to give Taylor an early 7-0
lead.
With less than seven minutes to go
in the second quarter, Olivet had possession of the ball and was staring at
a 17-0 deﬁcit. The Tiger offense had
managed just one ﬁrst down up to that
point and their option-heavy offense
was, according to Olivet Coach Gary
Newsome, “completely taken away”.
But instead of folding and giving
the ball back to the Trojans, Olivet
marched 78 yards down the ﬁeld,
punctuating the drive with a 27-yard
touchdown pass from Ryan Forneris
to Dan Herrmann.
That touchdown was the ﬁrst in the
midst of 20 unanswered points for the
Tigers, who claimed the lead for the
ﬁrst time with 1:02 left in regulation,
as Forneris found running back Marshall Fraley for an 8-yard score.
Coach Ron Korfmacher’s tight-knit
bunch, rather than reeling from the

stunning comeback, responded on the
very next play.
Sophomore receiver Ryan Magnuson (8 catches, 63 yards and a score)
gave the Trojans good starting ﬁeld position, taking the kickoff back to Taylor’s 37-yard line. One play later, with
51 seconds left, Magnuson hauled in a
17-yard reception, placing the Trojans
at Olivet’s 40-yard line. After another
Magnuson reception went for negative yardage, sophomore wide receiver
Trent Schmale caught a 12-yard pass
and reached the 31-yard line. Four seconds remained on the clock.
From there, it was up to junior kicker Nick Davis.
The snap and the hold were solid,
and Davis buried the 48-yard ﬁeld goal
to send the game into overtime.
Each team went three-and-out in
the ﬁrst overtime, while both kickers
missed 37-yard ﬁeld goals to send the
game into another period.
In the second overtime, Olivet began with the ball and Forneris went to
work, breaking off a 15-yard run and
then ﬁnding Christian Lacher on a
quick slant route for a ten-yard score.
TU’s attempt at sending the game
into a third overtime ended with two
Addison incompletions.
After the game, Coach Korfmacher
said that the immediate feeling was
exhaustion.
“You put it out there, and you’re
spent … and that’s a good thing … just
physically, mentally, and emotionally
spent,” he said.
With a showdown against powerhouse St. Francis looming next week,
Korfmacher said the Trojans would
simply “regroup, restart, execute [and]
compete.”
“Nothing changes,” he said. “We’ll
be good through the test.”

Cross Country races ahead in TU Invitational
By Jordyn Kight
Staff Writer

The season is now underway for Taylor’s men’s and women’s cross country
teams after they hosted the Ray Bullock Invitational on their home course
last Saturday. The Trojans displayed
great effort as the women’s team ﬁnished in ﬁrst place and the men’s team
came in second out of the six teams
represented.
Saturday’s meet marked the season
opener for the women’s team and the
race proved they were ready to compete. They had a strong performance
overall and took ﬁrst place with 32
points and ﬁnishing 17 points ahead of
second place ﬁnisher Grace College.
During the race, the team packed together, placing their top ﬁve runners in
the top eleven.
Junior Alyssa Johnson led the Trojans in the 5,000-meter distance, placing second overall. Ending with a time
of 19:55, Johnson’s time marked a personal record and her best time on this
course in three years.
Following close behind, junior
Tabitha Bogue took ﬁfth place with a
PR time of 20:25. Junior Hilary Pederson (21:07) and sophomore Janet
Redding (21:10) came in seventh and
eighth respectively and freshman Ash-

ley Henry (21:28) ﬁnished eleventh.
“Saturday’s competition was a great
level for us to start,” Head Coach Cindy
Callison said. “We knew if we ran well,
we could win, and that is an awesome
way to start your season – it builds
conﬁdence.”
From this race on, the team is looking ahead at the competition and their
opportunity for future success.
“I see really big things this season
for our team and believe that we will
eventually have a chance for Nationals,” Johnson said.
The men’s team came in a close second with 42 points, only seven points
behind ﬁrst place ﬁnisher Marian College. Despite unfortunate injuries, the
Trojans ﬁnished the race with their top
ﬁve runners in the top eighteen.
Leading the Trojans, junior Michael
Pabody ﬁnished in second place for
the 8,000-meter distance with a time
27:28. In third place, junior Jeff Hubley crossed the line seconds after Pabody at 27:59. Junior Tom Robertson
(28:49) ﬁnished seventh, senior Braxton Fritz (29:13) took 12th, and sophomore Brian Tencher (29:55) completed
the top ﬁve in 18th place.
“Saturday’s meet was a very solid
one. We had a very tough week of practice, and it showed as our legs were a
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Junior Alyssa Johnson races past
the President’s house.

bit tired,” said Head Coach Ted Bowers. “We plan on being very rested for
Little State this Friday.”
Pabody agreed with Coach Bowers
and said that the team recognizes its
need for improvement in the meets
ahead of them.
Both teams will be compete again
this evening at Little State during the
Indiana Intercollegiates. The women’s
race will start at 4:30 p.m., and the
men will compete at 5:15 p.m.

Athlete of the Week: Marissa
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Ku

Sport: Soccer
Position: Striker
Year: Freshman
Residence: 2nd West Olson
Hometown: Fishers, IN
Favorite scripture: Exodus 14:14 - “The Lord will ﬁght for you, and you shall
hold your peace and remain at rest.”
Favorite Food: Chinese
Would you rather eat or sleep? I would rather sleep, because I am always
tired.
Least favorite beverage: I HATE cream soda!
If you were an animal, which would you be? I would like to be a sloth,
because they never have to be in a hurry, and they have no enemies. They just
move around and sleep.
Favorite thing about Taylor: I love the support and encouragement at Taylor, and the awesome girls on 2WO!
Pet Peeves: When people lie to me, steal from me, or drink after me.
Most embarrassing moment: Falling up the stairs in the DC in front of
everyone, then kicking the stairs and blaming them.
Goal for this year: To live all aspects of my life for the glory of God and see
success as He does.

If you were an animal, which would you be?

“I would like to be a sloth... They just move around and
sleep.”
Sports
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Football
(1-1)

L, 27-20 vs. Olivet Nazarene
Upcoming games:
1 p.m. Sat vs. St. Francis

Soccer

(Men, 3-7)
L, 6-0 vs. Rio Grande
F, 1-0 vs. Brescia
L, 2-1 vs. Olivet Nazarene
Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Sat at Earlham
4 p.m. Tues vs. Spring Arbor*
(Women, 4-2)
W, 9-1 at St. Mary-of-the-Woods
W, 7-0 vs. Holy Cross
Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Sat vs. Asbury
7 p.m. Wed at Cincinnati Christian

Volleyball

(11-2, 2-0)
W, 3-1 at DePauw
W, 3-0 vs. Marian*
Upcoming games:
Taylor Invitational
4 p.m. Fri vs. Davenport
8 p.m. Fri vs. Mt. Vernon Nazarene
9:30 a.m. Sat vs. Campbellsville
1:30 p.m. Sat vs. Walsh
7 p.m. Wed vs. Saint Francis *

Cross Country

(Men, 2nd of 6)
Upcoming meets:
5:15 p.m. Fri 9/19 vs. Little State
at I.U.
(Women, 1st of 6)
Upcoming meets:
4:30 p.m. Fri 9/19 vs. Little State at
I.U.

Tennis

(Men, 5-1; 3-1)
W, 7-2 at Bethel*
Upcoming matches:
ITA Tournament at Cedarville
TBA Fri 9/19
TBA Sat 9/20
3 p.m. Tues vs. Spring Arbor*
4 p.m. Thurs at Indiana Tech
(Women, 6-1; 3-1)
W, 6-3 at Bethel*
W, 9-0 at Earlham
Upcoming matches:
ITC Tournament at Cedarville
TBA Fri 9/19
TBA Sat 9/20
4 p.m. Tues vs. Spring Arbor*
4 p.m. Thurs at Indiana Tech
* denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

Lady Trojans blaze by Marian
By Carrie Bragg

Sports editor
with Catalina Burns
Contributor
When asked if she had been worried
about Taylor Volleyball’s home match
against Marian College on Wednesday,
Head Coach Brittany Huyser Smith
smirked and said ﬂatly, “No.”
The Lady Trojans fulﬁlled her conﬁdent premonition with a 3-game MidCentral Conference win and scores of
25-17, 25-16, 25-19.
Coach Smith’s conﬁdence in her
team’s ability to achieve a second MCC
victory did not avert her from talking
up Marian’s team to her own squad,
however. She knew it was important
to prepare the team for tough play no
matter how likely a victory.
“We need to be prepared no matter
who we’re playing,” she said. “Teams
are looking to bring TU down, because
we’re at the top right now. Everyone is
going to bring their A-game, and we
need to be ready.”
Sophomore Jackie Geile took what
Coach told them to heart.
“Honestly, I was kind of nervous
before the game, actually,” she said.
“Coach was telling us that Marian was
a good team and that we needed to be
on our toes.”
Geile looked anything but nervous
during the match, however, providing
the Trojans with 18 kills and 3 aces for
a total of 21 points.
Freshman Kelsey Pritchard echoed
Geile’s effort with 11 kills of her own
for a game hitting percentage of .348.
Freshman setter Betsy Brown lent the
Lady Trojans 40 assists and 9 digs,
while senior libero Lindsey Bayle led

defensively with a contribution of 12
digs.
Taylor’s play was consistent and
solid, faltering only brieﬂy in the
night’s 3rd and ﬁnal set. After juggling
a one-point lead with Marian on several turns they started to slip behind,
forcing Coach Smith to take a time out
with Taylor down 13-17.
“I told them to refocus,” Smith said.
“We just needed our focus back. They
were in control of the game up to that
point, and they just needed to refocus,
and they knew that.”
A smashing diagonal spike by sophomore Rachel Kizer (8 kills) provided
the ﬁre the Lady Trojans needed to
stay ahead of the competition for the
remainder of the set.
“I think we do really well as a team
building on each other’s energy,” Geile
said. “If one of our girls gets a good set
or a kill or an ace, we really build off
her energy.”
Marian’s Head Coach Dan Findley
appreciated the Trojan’s energy and
teamwork.
“I don’t believe we (Marian) played
well, and I would credit that to Taylor,”
he said. “They (Taylor) controlled the
tempo of the game, and they made it
difﬁcult for us to run an offense. Taylor was deﬁnitely the better team tonight.”
Wednesday’s win over Marian improves Taylor’s record to 11-2 overall
and 2-0 in the Mid-Central Conference. The Lady Trojans will look to
further improve their solid record this
weekend in the Taylor Invitational beginning today in a game against Davenport at 4 P.M.

Trojan Soccer Sport Briefs
Women’s

By Jake Bragg
Contributor

The Lady Trojans soccer team dominated in a 7-0 win at home over Holy
Cross-Notre Dame on Tuesday afternoon.
The scoring started off early as
sophomore striker Yvette Rattray
worked her way to an unassisted goal
in the ﬁrst minute, and the route was
on. Her goal was quickly followed
by scores from junior striker Allison
Guion and freshmen Marissa Ku and
Melanie Hall. Two more goals could
have been added, but these agonizingly close shots bounced off of the
goalpost.
The second half was no less rewarding. Guion added her second goal ten
minutes into the second half, followed
by goals from midﬁelders Lizzy Hawn
and Karen Cleary.
Meanwhile, it was a quiet afternoon
for Trojan goalkeepers Shawna Lane
and Jackie Sanchez, who combined
for a shutout that did not require a
save from either keeper.
The Lady Trojans (4-2) now look
to bring their momentum into tomorrow’s home match against Asbury at
4 P.M.

Men’s

By Julia Berger
Contributor

Four yellow cards, a double overtime, and three goals after walking
onto the ﬁeld, the Taylor men’s soccer team walked away with a troubled loss, falling to Olivet Nazarene
2-1.
In the ﬁrst half, Taylor (3-6) was
able to score with 29 minutes remaining on a header by senior forward Jon Hughes and held that lead
late into the second half. However,
with seven minutes remaining, the
Olivet Nazarene Tigers were able to
ﬁnd the net in the form of Josh Ayers. Despite solid attempts to score,
the Trojan’s shots were unsuccessful, and the game was sent into overtime.
In the 18 minutes of overtime
played, there were multiple close
calls, but once again Ayers was able
to get a goal in during the sudden
death overtime. Even though the
Trojans left the ﬁeld with a loss, they
played with sportsmanship, integrity, and respect for the game.
The Trojans look to turn it around
in tomorrow’s match at Earlham at
3:00 P.M.

